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September 13, 2014

Victory Everlasting Gospel 
Free Seventh-day Adventist Church

The title of today’s sermon is: 

“The Pursuit of Peace”
Shall we pray …
In the Old Testament prophecy of the coming Messiah, Jesus is called the Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 9:6 “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”

So as the Prince of Peace, we would expect Him as the leader of His newly established church to give instructions concerning us and how we are to live lives that reflect the Great Exemplar. Paul wrote of such instruction as it was given to Him.
Hebrews 12:13, 14 “And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed. Follow peace with all [men], and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:”
Why then would Christ Himself make a seemingly contradictory statement as we find in the following verse?

Matthew 10:34 “Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.” A sword would be a weapon of war; what is this sword since He announces He came not to send peace?
Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God [is] quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and [is] a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” This sword “…dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, …” Your joints keep you together and your marrow is where your blood is made. There can be no escape from the penetrating, searching application of the word of God. That truth has power to show what man is, and is like a penetrating sword that lays open the whole man, showing our filthiness and wretchedness.
The word of God sets us at variance with others. Matthew 10:35 “For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.”
The problem that often occurs in families where one member becomes an Adventist is a rush to judgment. They will call pursuing righteousness fanaticism and the family members become offended that the Adventist would cause them such an embarrassment. Also, they think your choices of a different day to worship, your diet, your lifestyle, your strange beliefs, are attacking them, for they are comfortable in the life of compromise and sin that is their choice.
Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God [is] …. a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” God’s word cuts deep into the innermost thought patterns and true intentions, thought to be hidden from anyone’s knowledge; there is no hidden secret that God does not fully know.

We need to be swift in our desire and purpose to be at peace with all men. Why? There is a blessing involved as Jesus said in Matthew 5:9, “Blessed [are] the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.” Why? Because Jesus was a peacemaker.

He is our peace as Paul wrote in Eph. 2:14, 15 “For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;  Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;” On the cross Jesus tore down the wall that separated Jew and Gentile and the requirements for the Gentiles to keep certain religious requirements such as the annual feast days, which was also abolished at the cross.
Eph. 2:16, 17 “And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:  And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.”  Jesus was to bring about a unity of men, slaying the hatred that existed between Gentile and Jew. It was in bringing about a unity through all men, that Christ could then bring them to the Father.
Never forget that if our Savior failed in His mission to save man, if He Himself had committed one sin, Jesus would have been lost without a Savior. Contemplate that if you will. It should make you love Him and the Father more than ever.

Revelation 5:1-6 “And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals.  And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof?  And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon.  And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon.  And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.  And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.”

The Lamb slain on the cross is the only One to make peace between God and man. It was through the cross that Christ destroyed the enmity.
Romans 8:7 “Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.”  We know what the carnal mind was, as we all were once dominated by it, and the carnal mind is enmity against God. Praise the Lord for Jesus Christ, Who on the cross did slay that enmity. Satan, who never sleeps, does not fail to try to resurrect our carnal nature and he does not cease in his efforts to make us cave through endless temptations. And praise God for that still, small voice that convicts when those temptations arise, supplying the power to resist.
Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart [is] deceitful above all [things], and desperately wicked: who can know it?” Everyone needs Jesus to cleanse us and make us at peace with God.

1 Peter 4:1, 2 “Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;  That he no longer should live the rest of [his] time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.”  

The mind of Christ can counteract the carnal mind. We need to arm ourselves with the mind of Christ who is able to empower us so that we can live in the will of the Father.

Philippians 2:13, 5 “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of [his] good pleasure.” “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” It is only with the mind of Christ that we can be at peace with all men.
We must run and lay hold upon this objective of peace and holiness. How? Hebrews 12:1, 2 “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset [us], and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of [our] faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
We must run with patience the race that is set before us, casting off the weights that so easily beset us. Weights will wear you down. Anything that consumes or wastes time is a weight. Anything that weighs you down must be put away. We need to get the baggage out of our life and all sin must be put away. Jesus our example was dead to sin.
Ecclesiastes 9:5 “… but the dead know not any thing ,..” When we are dead to sin, we will not be bothered by what people may say about us. We only rise up to defend ourselves when the peace of God is not in our hearts. That is evidence that sin still reigns.

Malachi 3:2 “Who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap.”  

GC88 425.1 God’s Prophet says, “Those who are living upon the earth when the intercession of Christ shall cease in the sanctuary above, are to stand in the sight of a holy God without a mediator. Their robes must be spotless, their characters must be purified from sin by the blood of sprinkling. Through the grace of God and their own diligent effort, they must be conquerors in the battle with evil. While the investigative Judgment is going forward in Heaven, while the sins of penitent believers are being removed from the sanctuary, there is to be a special work of purification, of putting away of sin, among God's people upon earth.”  {GC88 425.1}
When we have been wronged, our prayer must be the prayer of Christ, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” Luke 23:34. Jesus found peace with all men through the cross.

Matthew 16:24 “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any [man] will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” People want Jesus, but not a cross. They do not want to crucify self.

But if our faith in Christ is genuine, we will gladly take up the cross and crucify the flesh so that we will be untied with Christ.
One man said to Jesus in Luke 23:42 “Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.” Imagine the scene. Christ had been rejected, tortured, hit on, kicked and spit on, twice scourged, betrayed and denied by those who were close to Him. He hung there naked before His tormentors, and bleeding from the many lacerations. Those who were gathered before Him were mocking Him continuously. When no one could address Him as Lord, one man who hung on the cross near Him did. Hearing another human being say Lord was a moment of refreshing. Everyone watching may have seen a thief on the cross, but Christ saw a saved man.
Hebrews 2:14
again, we are to “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:” It did not say follow peace with as many as you are able. It said follow peace with how many? All men. That means that there can be no one that you are not at peace with. If there is only one person in your life that you are not at peace with, the scripture says, “…without which no man shall see the Lord:” 
The scripture commands us in 1 Peter 1:16 “Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” Is this a suggestion or a command? It’s a command. Why is God commanding us to be holy? Because we just read in Hebrews 2:14 “… holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:” Those who will see the inside of the New Jerusalem will be holy people, without fault and no guile in their mouth. They will have Christ-like character. 

Their holiness was not self-generated. They were totally surrendered and gave control of their lives to Jesus by the Holy Spirit. They love all who Jesus died for, which means they care about the salvation of every person they have known and everyone they see each day. They are polite to telephone solicitors and harbor no ill will to fools on the highway. They exhibit all the fruit of the Spirit.
Our God is a consuming fire and very soon Jesus will come in the clouds of heaven. Without this Hebrews 2:14 experience, to follow peace with all men, and attaining to holiness, we will have failed and our names cannot be retained in the Lamb’s Book of Life. This peace and this holiness is to be pursued and attained otherwise we have lived our lives in vain.

The final events in this final generation are transpiring before us and very soon Jesus will come in the clouds of heaven, as He is very near concluding His work. From His position in the Most Holy Place within the heavenly sanctuary He says to us “Be at peace for I am coming; give up sinning for I am coming; give up your pride and your foolish thoughts for I am coming; separate yourself from those vain things that the world loves for I am coming; study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth for I am coming; be ye holy for I am holy because I am coming.” 
The eye of man cannot see Christ, but the eye of Christ can see us for He knows us. Now is the time to be at peace with all men. If there is one living person that we are not at peace with, that relationship must be repaired now, for if there is one person that we are not at peace with, then how can we be at peace with God? It is an impossibility.

You see, now is the time to lay aside every weight, so that we may run the race and take hold of salvation for He is coming.

And now from the 5th chapter of the book “Faith I Live By.” I read this selection. “The conditions of obtaining mercy of God are simple and just and reasonable. The Lord does not require us to do some grievous thing in order that we may have the forgiveness of sin. We need not make long and wearisome pilgrimages, or perform painful penances, to commend our souls to the God of heaven or to expiate our transgression; but he that confesseth and forsaketh his sin shall have mercy.  {FLB 127.2}  

     Repentance includes sorrow for sin, and a turning away from it. We shall not renounce sin unless we see its sinfulness; until we turn away from it in heart, there will be no real change in the life.  {FLB 127.3}  

     One ray of the glory of God, one gleam of the purity of Christ, penetrating the soul, makes every spot of defilement painfully distinct, and lays bare the deformity and defects of the human character. It makes apparent the unhallowed desires, the infidelity of the heart, the impurity of the lips. The sinner's acts of disloyalty in making void the law of God, are exposed to his sight, and his spirit is stricken and afflicted under the searching influence of the Spirit of God.  {FLB 127.4}  

     The tears of the penitent are only the raindrops that precede the sunshine of holiness. This sorrow heralds a joy which will be a living fountain in the soul. "Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the Lord thy God"; "and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the Lord." Jeremiah 3:13, 12. "Unto them that mourn in Zion," He has appointed to give "beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness."” Isaiah 61:3. {FLB 127.5}  
I close with this testimony of Jesus in the book, Our Father Cares, page 281 paragraph 2. The testimony of Jesus is, “What does God require? Perfection; nothing less than perfection. But if we would be perfect, we must put no confidence in self. Daily we must know and understand that self is not to be trusted. We need to grasp God’s promises with firm faith. We need to ask for the Holy Spirit with a full realization of our own helplessness. Then when the Holy Spirit works, we shall not give self the glory. The Holy Spirit will graciously take the heart into His keeping, bringing to it all the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness. We shall be kept by the power of God through faith.” {OFC 281.2}

I charge you to “Pursue peace with all men, and holiness, …”
Let us pray …

